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• Aim: To assess if selected VSS can deliver products that are deforestation-free and 
produced in accordance with the EU Deforestation Regulation (EUDR) requirements

• Scope: 5 VSS selected
à ISEAL members
à Specific for one or more EUDR commodities/products
à Fairtrade (coffee & cocoa), FSC (wood & gum), Rainforest Alliance (coffee & cocoa), Round 

Table on Responsible Soy Association (soy) and Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil (palm oil)

The study: aim, scope and methodology

• Methodology: Development of an Assessment Framework (EUDR requirements) 
and desk-based study (checking and assessing relevant VSS docs)
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Assessment framework: an overview
Requirements that commodities and products are deforestation-free and produced in 
accordance with relevant legislation Principle A

Requirements for information traceability and risk management in the supply chain
Principle B

Scheme structure, assurance system and transparency
Principle C
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Assessment framework (an example)
Requirements that commodities and products are deforestation-free and produced 
in accordance with relevant legislation 

Principle A

Principle B

Scheme structure, assurance system and transparency
Principle C

A.1

A.1.1 Indicator A.1.1 The scheme presents a clear prohibition of deforestation and forest degradation

Verifiers/Guidelines
Deforestation-free means:
(a) that the relevant products contain, have been fed with or have been made using, relevant commodities that were produced 

on land that has not been subject to deforestation after 31st December 2020, and
(b) in the case of relevant products that contain or have been made using wood, that the wood has been harvested from the 

forest without inducing forest degradation after 31st December 2020.

Criterion A.1 Requirements for deforestation-free commodities and products
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Key results in a nutshell (1/2)

Fairtrade RTRSRSPORainforest
Alliance

FSC

FC, fully compliant

PC, partially compliant

NC, non-compliant

NA, not-applicable
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Source: Cosimo et al., 2024

% share of total requirements per compliance level  
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Key results in a nutshell (2/2)

Fairtrade RTRSRSPORainforest
Alliance

FSC

FC

PC

NC
NA

Compliance level per single requirement  
1. FSC, forest conversion allowed if it: 
a) affects a very limited portion of the 
management unit
b) will produce clear, substantial, 
additional, secure long-term conservation 
and social benefits in the management 
unit
c) does not damage or threaten HCVs, nor 
any sites or resources necessary to 
maintain or enhance HCVs

2. The role of Controlled Wood in mixed 
products vs. mass balance systems only

3. Public summary of audit reports (COC 
level not fully covered)
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• VSS not originally intended to cope with EUDR: different rationale, aims 
and scope

• None of targeted VSS fully covers EUDR requirements, but different 
profiles identified 

• FSC higher coverage (no full gaps, higher degree of full compliance) à
lessons learnt from EUTR

• Additional actions and measures -e.g., FSC Regulatory Module and Risk 
Assessment Framework- approved after the paper was published further 
closed the gaps

• FSC as valuable support towards EUDR compliance

Take home messages 
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