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Abstract
English text. Summaries in other languages can be included.

1. Introduction

This chapter introduces the thesis by presenting the research background (Section 1.1) and defining the key concepts that are explored throughout the document. It then outlines the problem statement (1.2), the research objectives and questions (1.3), and concludes by describing the overall structure of the thesis (1.4).

1.1 
Background

Text
1.2 
Problem statement

Text
Highlight the key research/knowledge gap emerged from the background section and report it emphasizing why it is important and relevant.

Do not copy & paste the background section and avoid duplicates, repetitions…
1.3 
Research objectives and research questions

The general objective 
of this study is to explore whether …
This general objective is further detailed into the following specific research objectives
:

1.

2.

3.

…

To achieve the above-reported objectives, the following specific research questions are to be addressed:

1. 

2. 

…
1.4 
Structure of the thesis

The thesis is organised into X chapters as follows.

Chapter 1 introduces the research background by outlining the key themes and the rationale behind the thesis. It then presents the research problem statement, defines the research objectives and as research questions, discusses the significance and scope of the research, and concludes with an overview of the thesis structure.

Chapter 2 reviews the relevant literature on the key concepts and themes addressed in the thesis. It presents the conceptual and theoretical frameworks underpinning the study and explores previous empirical research relevant for the aims and objectives of the study. The chapter then establishes the conceptual foundations for analysing the relationships between ….

Chapter 3 describes the research methodology adopted for the study. It outlines the study area, research design, data sources and data collection procedures, as well as methods and analytical tools used for data analysis.

Chapter 4 presents the findings of the study through descriptive and inferential statistical analyses, supported by appropriate visualizations including charts, figures and tables. 

Chapter 5 discusses the findings presented in Chapter 4 in the light of the relevant theoretical and empirical literature on …. It critically compares research results with previous studies and examines their practical implications for …. The chapter also acknowledges the limitations of the study and identifies opportunities for future research developments and activities.

Chapter 6 draws conclusions based on research results and by synthetising the main findings in relation to the research objectives and questions. It concludes with recommendations for ….

The thesis is complemented by references and annexes.

2.
Theoretical background
Text
2.1
Definition(s)

Text
2.2
Theoretical approach(es) 

Text

In the chapter Figures, Tables and Box can be included. They shall always be referred to within the main text before being reported. e.g.

The theoretical framework adopted for this study is summarised in Figure 1. 

In order to take advantage of the automatic list, make copy of the following titles. 
Always report the source/s for figures and tables.
Figure 1: Title
Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…
Figure 2: Title
Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…

Table 1: Title
Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…

Table 2: Title 

Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…

Box 1: Title.

Text
Source: …

3.
Research methodology

Text
3.1 
Research approach

In order to examine the following aspects… should be investigated. Therefore, secondary sources of information and primary data have to be collected. The study employs … (prices trend analysis, literature review, case studies analysis, survey questionnaire approach,…). 

Quantitative data collected by the questionnaires will be subjected to statistical analysis to test …
3.2 
Sector and/or study area

Text
3.3 
Data collection and sources

Text
3.3.1 
Questionnaire
Text
3.3.2 
Instrument for measuring
Text

3.3.3 
Reliability
A reliability analysis is employed to check whether the instruments used to measure … is reliable.

A measurement is considered to be reliable if it reflects mostly true score, relative to the error.

3.3.4 
Sample
Text
3.4 
Data analysis

The data was analyzed using descriptive statistics first and then performing …[name and describe the type(s) of analysis adopted].
Data were analysed via (DAS, Microsoft Office Excel, SPSS, R, EViews, …) using (name any relevant application, extension, package, model…). 
In the chapter Figures, Tables and Box can be included. In order to take advantage of the automatic list, make copy of the following titles. 

Figure 3: Title
Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…

Figure 4: Title
Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…

Table 3: Title
Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…

Table 4: Title 

Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…

Box 2: Title.

Text
Source: 
2. Results

In this chapter the results of the data analysis are presented. In section 4.1, …
2.1 Title

Text 

2.2 Title

Text 

2.3 Title

Text 

….

In the chapter Figures, Tables and Box can be included. In order to take advantage of the automatic list, make copy of the following titles. 

Figure 5: Title
Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…

Figure 6: Title
Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…

Table 5: Title
Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…

Table 6: Title 

Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…

Box 3: Title.

Text
Source:
3. Discussion

In this chapter, the theoretical implications of the findings of this study will be discussed first, accompanied by providing the plausible explanations to the findings produced in this study. Consequently, the discussions about implications for the management are followed up. The last section identifies the limitations existed in this study and the recommendations for further research are presented in the following text.
5.1 Theoretical implications

5.2 Managerial implications

The findings of the study raise several managerial implications two of which are worth to be addressed here. One
5.3 Limitations and suggestions for future research

There are several limitations in this study …
In the chapter Figures, Tables and Box can be included. In order to take advantage of the automatic list, make copy of the following titles. 

Figure 7: Title
Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…

Figure 8: Title
Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…

Table 7: Title
Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…

Table 8: Title 

Source: …e.g., FAO (2025), Smith et al. (2023), Author’s elaborations based on UNEP (2021)…
Box 4: Title.

Text
Source: 
4. Conclusions 

Text
No sub-chapters are normally used.

2-5 pages.
Dichiarazione relativa all’uso di strumenti di Intelligenza Artificiale (IA) Generativa

Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools usage declaration
Sono stati utilizzati strumenti di Intelligenza Artificiale Generativa (IA) e/o tecnologie assistite da essa per lo sviluppo di questa tesi (selezionare l’opzione pertinente):

Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools and/or technologies assisted by it have been used for the development of this thesis (please tick one):

· Sì/Yes
· No

Riportare il nome degli strumenti di Intelligenza Artificiale Generativa (IA) utilizzati per lo sviluppo di questa tesi e, ove possibile, indicare i relativi link.

Report the name of Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools that have been used for the development of this thesis and (where possible) report links to them.
Indicare qui/Report here
Descrivere in che modo l’Intelligenza Artificiale Generativa (IA) è stata utilizzata per lo sviluppo di questa tesi.

Describe how Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) has been used for the development of this thesis.
Indicare qui/Report here
Dichiaro che l’uso dell’Intelligenza Artificiale Generativa (IA) e di eventuali altre tecnologie da essa assistite è conforme all’ultima versione delle politiche e linee guida dell’Università di Padova per l’uso responsabile degli strumenti di IA nella ricerca e nella redazione delle tesi di laurea e di dottorato.

I declare the use of Generative Artificial Intelligence (AI) and any other technologies assisted by it is consistent with the latest version of University of Padova’s policies* and guidelines for the responsible use of AI tools in research and in the writing of Bachelor's and Doctoral theses. 
Padova, dd/mm/yyyy


     
     _________________________

Nome & cognome della/o Studentessa/Studente // Student’s First name & Family name
*Please check for the latest version of all applicable policies, guidelines and documents at: https://www.unipd.it/en/university-policies 
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Follow consistent editorial rules (e.g. those adopted by Springer journals)



Web sites and additional online resources
Quote the name of the institution/site and the address of the home page.
Annexes
Put here the questionnaire(s), laws and regulations, details of the research methodology and data and other relevant information and data.
Annex 1 - Title

Text
Annex 2 - Title
Text
Annex 3 - Title
Text
….
�List the main abbreviations and acronyms used within the thesis.


Alphabetical order.


Examples are provided below.





NOTE: all abreviations and acronyms shall be spelled-out at their first use and then reported within parentheses. From their in after you can use just the abbreviation.





e.g. 


According to the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations (UN) deforestation rates decreased in the last thirty years (FAO, 2025).





�To be adapted


�A statement that communicates the overall goal of a research or study project in a single sentence. While it does need to be specific enough, this type of objective is always broad and usually refers to a project goal that would be achieved if most or all of the specific objectives were achieved


�= the smaller actionable goals that lead to fulfilling the general objective.


These are always more focused, with each new specific objective building from the previous one, to create a clear plan of action





Research objectives must be:


Clear: understandable by your audience and defined using appropriate and


concise language


 


Scope: objectives shall clarify the scope (geographical, thematic, target-


study group(s)...)


 


Ordered: specific objectives shall be presented in a list and set in a


logical order (cascading: one objective should derive from the previous


one), thus providing a logical structure to the research


Measurable/verifiable: formulated in a way that can


measured/verified/assessed. Use action verbs, such as compare, assess,


identify, calculate... This gives clarity to the objectives and makes it easier


to determine how the objectives can be met


 


Achievable: objectives shall be realistic to make it possible to fulfil them





�to be adapted


�Report here what type of data (primary, secondary, both?...) were used, how they were collected and through which sources


�if relevant


�if relevant


�Student's signature


�You can (and are advised to) use a literature and reference manager like Mendeley, Zotero etc.


Select a standard international reference style (e.g., APA or any other relevent style e.g. from key Journals for the topic addressed by the thesis)
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